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THOU G H T S 

UPON THE 

AFRICAN .SLAVE TRADE 


T H E nature and effects of that unhappy 
and diigraceful branch of commerce, 
which has long been maintained on the Coaft 
of Africa, with the foie, and profeffed defign 
of purchafing our fellow-creatures, in order 
to fupply our Weft-India iflands and the Ame¬ 
rican colonies, when they were burs, with 
Slaves ; is now generally underftood. So much 
light has been thrown upon the fubjedt, by 
many able pens ; and lo many relpedtable per- 
fons have already engaged to ufe their utmoft 
influence, for the fuppreffion of a traffic, which 
contradidts the feelings of humanity ; that it 
is hoped, this Haiti of our National charadler 
will foon be wiped out. 


I 
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If I attempt, after what: has been done, to- 
throw my mite into the public flock of in¬ 
formation, it is lefs from an apprehenfion that 
my interference is necefiary, than from a con- 
vidtion, that filence, at fuch a time, and on 
fuch an occafion, would, in me, be criminal. 
If my teftimony fhould not be necefiary, or 
ferviceable, yet, perhaps, I am bound, in con¬ 
fidence, to take fhame to myfelf by a public 
confefiion, which, however fincere, comes too 
late to prevent, or repair, the mifery and mif- 
chief to which I have, formerly, been accef- 
fiary. 

I hope it will always be a fubjedt of humi¬ 
liating refledtion to me, that I was, once, an 
adtive inflrument, in a bufinefs at which my 
heart now fhudders. My headftrong paflions 
and follies plunged me, in early life, into a 
fiucceffion of difficulties and hardfhips, which, 
at length, reduced me to fieek a refuge among 
the Natives of Africa. There, for about the 
fipace of eighteen months, I was in effedt, 
though without the name, a Captive and a 
Slave myfelf ; and was deprefled to the loweft 
degree of human wretchednefs. Poflibly, I 
fhould not have been fo completely miferable, 
had 1 lived among the Natives only, but it 
was my lot to refide with white men for at 
that time, feveral perfons of my own colour 

and 
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and language were fettled upon that part of the 
Windward coaft, which lies between Sierra- 
Leon and Cape Mount; for the purpofe of 
purchafmg and collecting Slaves, to fell to the 
veffels that arrived from Europe. 

This is a bourn, from which few travellers 
return, who have once determined to venture 
upon a temporary refidence there; but the 
good providence of God, without my expec¬ 
tation, and almoft again ft my will, delivered 
me from thole fcenes of wickednefs and woe ; 
and I arrived at Liverpool in May 1748. I 
foon revilited the place of my captivity, as 
mate of a Ihip, and, in the year 1750, I was 
appointed commander, in which capacity I 
made three voyages to the Windward Coaft, 
for Slaves. 

I firft faw the Coaft of Guinea, in the year 
1745, and took my laft leave of it in 1754* 
It was not, intentionally, a farewel; but, 
through the mercy of God, it proved fo. I 
fitted out for a fourth voyage, and was upon 
the point of failing, when I was arrefted by a 
hidden i-llnefs, and 1 refigned the Ihip to ano¬ 
ther Captain. 

Thus I was unexpectedly freed from this 
difagreeable feryice. Difagreeable I had long 
B 2 found 
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found it; but I think I fliould have quitted it 
fooner, had I confidered it, as I now do, to be 
tinlawful and wrong. But I never had a 
fcruple upon this head, at the time ; nor was 
fuch a thought once fuggefted to me, by any 
friend. What I did, 1 did ignorantly ; confi- 
dering it as the line of life which Divine Pro¬ 
vidence had allotted me, and having no con¬ 
cern, in point of confcience, but to treat the 
Slaves,- while under my care, with as much 
humanity, as a regard to my own fafety would 
admit. 

The experience and oblervation of nine 
years, would qualify me for being a compe¬ 
tent witnefs upon this fubject, could I fafely 
truft to the report of Memory, after an interval 
of more than thirty-three years. But, in the 
courfe of fo long a period, the ideas, of paft 
fcenes and tranfaflions, grow indiftindt; and 
I am aware, that what I have feen, and what 
I have only heard related, may, by this time, 
have become fo infenfibly blended together, 
that, in fome cafes, it may be difficult for me, 
if not impoffible, to diftiuguifh them, with 
abfolute certainty. It is, however, my earned: 
defire, and will therefore engage my utmoft 
care, that I may offer nothing in writing, as 
from my own knowledge, which I could not 
chearfully, if requifite, confirm upon 03th. 

Tlwt 
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That part of .the African Chore, which lies 
between the river Sicrra-Le.on, lat. S. 30. N. 
and Cape Palmas, is ufually known by the 
name of the Windward, or Grain Coaft. The 
extent (if my recolle&ion does not foil me) is 
about one hundred and titty leagues. There 
is a fort upon Benee Ifiand, in Sierra-Leon, 
which formerly belonged to the old African 
Company : they alfo had a fort on an ifland 
in the river Sherbro ; but the former was in 
private hands, and of the latter, fcarcely the 
foundations were vifible, when I firft went to 
Africa. There is no fort, or factory, upon 
this coaft, under the fondtion of our Govern¬ 
ment ; but there were, as I have faid, and 
probably ftill are, private traders refident at 
Benee Ifland, at the Bananoes, and at the 
Plantanes. The former of thefe is about twelve, 
and the latter twenty leagues, from Sierra- 
Leon, to the South-Eaft. 

By thefe perfons, th e tradeis carried on, 3 n boats 
and fhallops, thirty or forty leagues to the north¬ 
ward, in feveral rivers lying within the fhoals 
of Rio Grande. But the moft northerly place 
of trade, for {hipping, is Sierra-Leon, and the 
bufinefs there, and in that neighbourhood, is 
chiefly tran footed with the white men : but 
from Sherbro to Cape Palmas, diredtly with 
5 the 
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the natives. Though I have been oft the Gold 
Coaft, and beyond it as far as Cape Lopez, in 
the latitude of one or two degrees South, I 
profefs no knowledge of the African trade, 
but as it was conduced on the Windward 
Coaft, when I was concerned in it. 

I am not qualified, and if I were, I fhould 
think it rather unfuitable to my prefent cha- 
rader, as a Minifter of the Gofpel, to confider 
the African Slave Trade, merely, in a politi¬ 
cal light. This difquifition more properly 
belongs to perfbns in civil life. Only thus 
far, my character as a Minifler will allow, and 
perhaps require me, to obferve; that the beft 
HumanJPolicy, is that, which is connected with 
a reverential regard to Almighty God, the Su¬ 
preme Governor of the Earth. Every plan, which 
aims at the welfare of a nation, in defiance of 
his authority and' laws, however apparently 
wife, will prove to be efientially defedive, 
and, if perfifted in, ruinous. The Righteous 
Lord loveth Righteoufnefs, and He has en¬ 
gaged to plead the caufe, and vindicate the 
wrongs, of the oppreffed. It is Righteoufnefs 
that exalteth a nation ; and Wickednefs is the 
prefent reproach, and will, fooner or later, 
unlefs repentance intervene, pro’-e the ruin of 
any people. 


Perhaps 
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Perhaps what I have faid of myfelf, may 
be applicable to the nation at large. The? 
Slave Trade was always unjuftifiable; but in¬ 
attention and intereft prevented, for a time, 
the evil from being perceived. It is otherwife 
at prefent j the mifchiefs and evils, connected 
with it, have been, of late years, reprefented 
with Inch undeniable evidence, and are now 
fo generally known, that I fuppofe there is 
hardly an objection can be made, to the with 
of thoufands, perhaps of millions, for the 
fuppreffion of this Trade, but upon the ground 
of political expedience. 

Though I were even fure, that aprincipal branch 
of the public revenue depended upon the African 
Trade, (which, I apprehend, is far from being 
the cafe,) if I had accefs and influence, I fhould 
think myfelf bound to fay to Government, to 
Parliament, and to the Nation, “ It is not 
“ lawful to put it into the Treafury, becaufe 
“ it is the price of blood*.” 

I account an intelligent Farmer to be a good 
Politician, in this fenfe; that, if he has a 
large heap of good corn, he will not put a 
fmall quantity, that is damaged, to the reft, 
for the fake ®£$ncreafing the heap. He knows 
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that fuch an addition would fpoil the whole. 
-God forbid, that any fuppofed profit or. ad¬ 
vantage, which we can derive from the groans 
and agonies, and blood of the poor Africans, 
Ihould draw down his heavy curfe, upon all 
that we might, otherwiie, honourably and 
comfortably poffefs. 


For the fake of Method, I could wifh to 
confider the African Trade,—Firft, with regard 
to the effedts it has upon our own people ; and 
Secondly, as- it concerns the Blacks, or, as 
they are more contemptuoufly ftyled, the 
Negroe Slaves, whom we purchafe upon the 
Coaft. But thefe two topics, are fo inter¬ 
woven together, that it will not be ealy to 
keep them exadtly feparate. 

i. The firft point I fiiall mention is furely 
of political importance, if the lives of our 
fellow-fub.iedts be fo; and if a rapid .lofs of 
Seamen deferves the attention of a maritime 
people. This lofs, in the African Trade, is 
truly alarming. I admit, that many of them 
are cut off in their firft voyage, and, confe- 
quently, before they can properly rank as Sea¬ 
men; though they would have been Seamen, 
if they had lived. But the neighbourhood of 
our fea-ports is continually drained, of men 
and boys, to fupply the places of thofe who 

dre 
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die abroad ; and if they are not all Seamen, 
they, are all our brethren and countrymen, 
fubjedts of the Britifh Government. 

The people who remain, on Ihip-board, 
upon the open coaft, if not, accuftomed to the 
climate, are liable to the attack of an inflam¬ 
matory fever, which is not often fatal, unlefs 
the concurrence of unfavourable circumftances 
mak.es it fo. When this danger is over, I 
think, they might, probably, be as healthy 
as in moft other Voyages; ^provided, they 
could be kept from deeping in the dews, from 
being much expofed to the rain, from the in¬ 
temperate ufe of fpirits, and Specially from 
women. , - 

But, confidering the general difpofition of 
our Sailors, and the nature of the Slave Trade, 
thefe provifos are of little more fignificance, 
than if I fhould fay, upon another occafion, 
that Great-Britain would be a happy country, 
provided ’, all the inhabitants were Wife, and 
Good. The Sailors mujl be much expofed to 
the weather; efpecially on the Windward 
Coaft, where a great part of the cargo is pro¬ 
cured by boats, which are often fent to the 
diftance of thirty or forty leagues, and are 
fometimes a month before they return. Many 
veffels arrive upon the coaft, before the rainy 

C feafoQ, 
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feafon, which continues from about May to 
Q&ober, is over; and if trade be fcarce, the 
fhips which arrive in the fair, or dry feafon, 
often remain till the rains return, before they 
can complete their ptirchafe. A proper 
fhelter from the weather, in an open boat, 
when the rain is inceflant night and day, for 
Weeks and months, is impracticable. 

' I have myfelf, in fuch a boat, been five or 
fix days together, without, as we fay, a 
dry thread about me, fleeping or waking. And 
during the fair feafon, Tornadoes, or violent 
ftorms of wind, thunder, and heavy rain, are 
very frequent, though they feldom laffc long. 
In fadt, the boats feldom return, without 
bringing fome of the people ill of dangerous 
fevers or fluxes, occasioned either by the wea¬ 
ther, or by unwholfome diet, fuch as the 
crude fruits and palm wine, with which they 
■at© plentifully fupplied by the natives. 

Strong liquors, fuch as brandy, rum, dr 
Eflglifh fpirits, the Sailors cannot often pro¬ 
cure, in fuch quantities as to hurt them ; but 
they will, if they can; and opportunities 
fometimes offer, efpecially to thofe who are 
in the boats ; for ffrong liquor being an article 
much in demand, fo-that, without it, fcarcely 
a Angle Slave can he purchafed, it is always at 

hand. 
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hand. And if what is taken from the calks 
pr bottles, that are for fale, be, fupplied with 
water, they are as full as they were before. 
The Blacks, who buy the liquor, are the 
lofers by the adulteration; but often the 
people, who cheat them, are the greateft fuf- 
ferers. 

The article of Women, likewife, contributes 
largely to the lofs of our Seamen. When they 
are on Ihore, they often, from their known, 
thoughtlefs imprudence, involve themfelve.s, 
on this account, in quarrels with the Natives, 
and, if not killed upon the fpot,, are' frequently 
poifoned. On Ihip-board, they may be re- 
ftrained, and in fome Ihips they are j but iuch 
reftraint is far from being general. It depends 
much upon the difpofition, and attention, of 
the Captain When I was in the trade, I 
knew feveral commanders of African Ihips, 
who were prudent, refpe&able men, and who 
maintained a proper difcipline and regularity 
in their veffels; but there were too many of a 
different character. In lome Ihips, perhaps in 
the moft, the licenfe allowed, in this parti¬ 
cular, was almoft unlimited. Moral turpitude 
was feldom conlidered, but they who took care 
to do the Blip’s bufinefs, might, in other re- 
fpefts, do what they pleafed. Thefe excefTes, 
if they do not induce fevers, at leaf:, render rue 
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canftitutlon lefs able to fupport them; and 
lewdnefs, too frequently, terminates in death. 

The rifle of infurreftions is to be added. 
Thefe, I believe, are always meditated} for 
the Men Slaves are not, eaiily, reconciled to 
their confinement, and treatment; and if at¬ 
tempted, they are feldom fupprefled without 
cohfiderable lofs ; and fometimes they l'ucceed, 
to the deftruc'tion of a whole (hip’s company 
at once. Seldom a year pafles, but we hear 
of one or more fuch cataftrophes : and we 
likewife hear, fometimes, of Whites and Blacks 
involved, in one moment, in on© common 
ruin* by the gunpowder faking fire, and blow¬ 
ing up the (hip. 

How far the feveral caufes, I have enume¬ 
rated, may refpe&ively operate, I cannot fay : 
the fa£t however is fure, that a great number 
of our Seamen perifti in the Slave Trade. Few 
(hips, comparatively, are either bioton up, or 
totally cut ofl^ but fome are. Of the reft, I 
have known (bme that have loft half their 
people, and fome a larger proportion. I am 
far from faying, that it is always, or even 
often, thus ; but, I believe, I (hall ftate the 
matter fufficiently low, if I fuppofe, that, at 
leaft, one fifth part of thofe who go from 
England to the Coaft of Africa, in (hips which 

' 2 trade 
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trade for Slaves, never return from thencei 
I dare not depend, too much, ttpofo my m'emti'ryi 
as to the number of (hips,-and men, employed 
in the Slave Trade more than thirty years ago J 
nor do I know-what has been the ftate of the 
trade fincej therefore I fhall not attempt; to 
make calculations. But, as I cannot but fibrin 
fome opinion upon tbgfubjedft, I judge it pro¬ 
bable, that the collective fum of Seamen, 
who go, from all our ports, to Africa, within 
the oourfe of a year, (taking Guinea 5 -hi- the 
extenfive fenfe, from Goree or Gambia, and 
including the coaft of Angola,) cannot! be left 
than eight thoufand; and if, upon an average 
of fliips and feafons, a.fifth part of thefe die, 
the annual lofs is fifteen hundred. I,believe 
thofe, who have taken pains to make more 
exa& enquiries, will deem my fuppofition to 
be very moderate. ' ‘ 

Thus much concerning the fii-fi: evih the 
Lofs of Seamen and SUbjefts, which the na¬ 
tion fuftains, by the African Slave Trade. 

2. There is a fecond, which either is, or 
ought to be, deemed of importance, eonfidered 
in a political light. I mean, the dreadful ef¬ 
fects of this trade, upon the minds of thofe 
who are engaged in it. There are, doubtlefs, 
exceptions-, and I would, willingly, except 

myfelf. 
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jnyfelf. But, in general, I know of no me* 
thod of getting money, not even that of rob¬ 
bery, for it, upon the highway, which has a 
more diredl tendency to efface the moral fenfe, 
$0 rob the heart of every gentle and humane 
difpofition, and to harden it* like fteel, againil 
all imprefiions of fenfibility. 

tJfually, about two-thirds of a cargo of 
Slaves are males* When a hundred and fifty 
or two hundred ftout men, torn from their 
native land, many of whom never faw the fea, 
much lefs a {hip, till a flier t fpace before they 
are embarked j who have, probably * the fame 
natural prejudice againft a white! man, as we 
have againft a black j and who often bring with 
them an apprehenfion that they are bought tp 
be eaten: I-fay, when thus cireumftanced, it 
is not to be cxpe&ed that they will, tamely, 
refign themfelVes to their iituation. It is al¬ 
ways taken for granted, that they will attempt 
to gain their liberty, if poffible. Accordingly, 
as we dare not truft them, we receive them on 
board, from the firft, as enemies: and before 
their number exceeds,’ perhaps, ten or fifteen, 
they are all put in irons j in moft fhips, two 
and two together. And frequently, they are 
not thus confined, as they might, moft conve¬ 
niently, ftand or move, the right hand and 
foot of one to the left of the other j but acrofs, 
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that is, the hand and foot of each on the fame 
fide, whether right or left, are fettered toge¬ 
ther : fo that they cannot move, either hand 
or foot, but with great caution, and with per* 
fed confent. Thus they mult lit, walk and 
lie, for many months, (fometimes for nine of 
ten,) without any mitigation or relief, unlefa 
they are lick. 

In the night they are confined below, in 
the day-time (if the weather be fine) they are 
upon deck ; and as they are brought up, by 
pairs, a chain is put through a ring upon their 
irons, and this is likewife locked down to the 
ring-bolts, which are fattened at certain in¬ 
tervals upon the deck* Thefe, and other pre¬ 
cautions, are no more than necelfary j etpe- 
eially, as while the number of Slaves in* 
creates, that of the people, who are to guard 
them, is diminithed, by ficknefs, or death, or 
by being abfent in the boats: fo that, fome- 
times, not ten men can be muttered, to watch, 
night and day, over two hundred, betides 
having all the other bufinefs of the thip to 
attend. 

That thefe precautions are fo often effectual, 
is much more to be wondered at, than that 
they fometimes failOne tfhguarded hour, 
or minute, is fufficieijt to give the Slaves the 

opporn 
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opportunity they are always waiting for. An 
attempt to rife upon the fhip’s company, 
brings on inflantaneous and horrid war; for, 
when- they ar? once in motion, they are 
defperate j and- where they do not conquer, 
they are feldom quelled without much mif- 
chief and blood-fhed, on, both lideS'. 

Sometimes, when the Slaves are ripe for an 
irifurredtion, one of them ‘will impeach the 
a-ffair j arid then neceffity, and the flate policy, 
of; thqfe.fmall, but moll abfolute govern¬ 
ments, enforce maxims diredtly contrary to 
the nature of things. The traitor to the 
caufe of liberty is carefled, rewarded, and 
deemed an honeft fellow. The patriots, who 
formed and animated the plan, .if they can be 
found out, mu ft be treated as villains, and 
punifhed, to intimidate the reft. Thefe pu- 
nifhtrients, in .their nature and degree, depend 
upon the fovereign will of the Captain. Some 
are content with inflicting fuch moderate pu- 
nifhment, as may fuffice for an example. But 
unlimited power, inftigated by revenge, and 
where the heart, by a long familiarity with 
the -fufterings of Slaves, is become callous, 
and infenfible to the pleadings of humanity, 
is terrible. : 


I have 
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I have feen them fentenced to unmerciful 
whippings, continued till the poor creatures 
have not had power to groan under their 
mifery, and hardly a iign of life has remained. 
I have feen them agonizing for hours, I be- 
lieve, for days together, under the ; torture of 
the thumb-fcrews ; a dreadful engine, which, 
if the fcrew be turned by an unrelenting hand, 
can give, intolerable anguifh. There have 
been inftances in which cruelty has proceeded 
fill further j but, as I hope they are few, and 
I can mention but one, from niy own know¬ 
ledge, I fhall but mention it; 

I have often heard a Captain,. who has been 
long fince dead, boaft of his -cohdudt in a 
former voyage, when his 1 Slaves attempted to 
rife upon him. After he had fupprefled the 
inlurreStion, he fat in judgment upon the iri- 
furgents j and not only, in cbld blood, ad¬ 
judged feveral of them, I know not how 
many, to die, but ftudied, with no fmall 
attention, how to make death as excruciating; 
to them as poflible. For my reader’s fake, I 
fupprefs the recital of particular ; 

Surely, it mull be' allowed, that they who 
are long converfant with’ftlch fcfenes as thefe> 
are liable to imbibe of ferocioufnefs, 

D and 
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and favage infenfibility, of which human na¬ 
ture, depraved as it is, is not, ordinarily, ca¬ 
pable. If thefe things be true, the reader 
will admit, the poflibility of a fait, that was in 
current report, when I was upon the coaft, 
and the truth of which, though I cannot now 
authenticate it, I have no reafon to doubt. 

A Mater of a Ihip, in a long-boat, purchafed 
a young woman, with a fine child, of about a 
year old, in her arms. In "the. night, the 
child cried much, and difturbed his deep. He 
rofe up in great anger, and fwore, that if the 
child did not ceafe making fuch a noife, he 
would prefelitly filence it. The child conti¬ 
nued to cry. At length he rofe up. a fecond 
time, tore the child .. from the mother, and 
threw it into the fea. The child . vyas foon 
filenced indeed, but it was. not lo ;eafy to 
pacify the woman : fhe wp too valuable to be 
thrown overboard, and he was obliged to bear 
the foiyid of her lamentations, till he could 
put her on. board.his fliip. 

I am perfuaded, that every tender mother, 
who feafts her eyes and her mind, when die 
contemplates the infant in her arms, will com- 
miferate the poor Africans.—But why do I 
fpeak of one child, when we have heard and 

read 
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read a melancholy -ftory, too notoribufly true 
to admit of contradidfion, of more than a 
phundred grown flaves, thrown into the fea, at 
one time, from on board a fhip, when frefh 
water ys^as fcarce ; to fix the lofs upon,the 
Underwriters, which ot-herwife, had they died 
on board, muft have fallen upon the.Owners of 
the veil'd. Thefe inftances are fpecimens of 
the fpirit produced, by the African Trade, in 
men, who, once, were no more deftitute of 
the milk of human kindnefs, than our- 
felves. 

Hitherto, I have confidered the condition of 
the Men Slaves only. From. the Women, 
there is no danger of infurredfion, and they 
are carefully kept from the men j I mean, 

from the Black men. But-In what I have 

to offer, on this head, I am. far from including 
every Hi ip. I fpeak not of what is univerfally, 
but of what is too commonly, and, I am afraid, 
too generally, prevalent. 

I have already obferved, that the Captain of 
an African fhip, while upon the coaH, is abfo- 
lute in his command; and if he be humane, 
vigilant, and determined, he has it in his 
power to protedt the miferable; for fcarcely 
any thing can be done, on board the fhip, 

T'* iTmt*lirYn f* 
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without his permiffion, or connivance. But 
this power is, too feldom, exerted in favour of 
the poor Women Slaves. 

When we hear of a town taken by ftonn, 
and given up to the ravages of an enraged and 
licentious army, of wild and unprincipled 
Cofl'acks, perhaps no part of the diftrefs affe&s 
a feeling mind more, than the treatment to 
which the Women are expofed. But the 
enormities frequently committed, in an African 
fhip, though equally flagrant, are little known 
here, and are confidered, there, only as matters 
of courfe. When the Women and Girls are 
taken on board a fhip, naked, trembling, ter¬ 
rified, perhaps almoft exhaufted with cold, 
fatigue and hunger, they are often expofed to 
the wanton rudenefs of white Savages. The 
poor creatures cannot underftand the language 
they hear, but the looks and manner of the 
fpeakers, are fufficiently intelligible. In ima¬ 
gination, the prey is divided, upon the fpot, 
and only referved till opportunity offers. 
Where refiftance, or refufal, would be utterly 
in vain, even the follicitation of confent is 
feldom thought of. But I forbear.—This is 
not a fubjedt for declamation. Fadts like 
thefe, fb certain, and fo numerous, fpeak for 
themfelves. Surely, if the advocates for 

the 
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the Slave Trade attempt to plead for it, be¬ 
fore the Wives and Daughters of our happy 
land, or before thofe who have Wives or 
Daughters of their own, they mull: lofe their 
caufe. 

Perhaps fome hard - hearted pleader may 
fuggeft, that fuch treatment would indeed be 
cruel, in Europe ; but the African Women are 
Negroes, Savages, who have no idea of the nicer 
fenfations which obtain among civilized people. 
1 dare contradirt them in the ftrongeft terms. 
I have lived long, and converted much, 
amongft thefe fuppofed Savages. I have often 
flept in their towns, in a houle filled with 
goods for trade, with no perfon in the houfe 
but myfelf, and with no other door than a 
mat; in that fecurity, which no man 14 
his fenfes would expert:, in this civilized 
nation, efpecially in this metropolis, with¬ 
out the precaution of having ftrong doors, 
ftrongly locked and bolted. And with re¬ 
gard to the women, in Sherbro, where I 
was moft acquainted, I have feen many 
inftances of modefty, and even deficacy, 
which would not dilgrace an Englilh woman. 
Yet, fuch is the treatment which 1 have known 
permitted, if not encouraged, in many of our 
Ihips—they have been abandoned, without 

reftraint. 
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reftraint, to the lawlefs will of the fidt 
comer. 

Accuftomed thus to defpife, iHfult, and in¬ 
jure the Slaves on board, it may be expected 
that the conduit of many of our people to the 
Natives, with whom they trade, is, as far as 
circumftances admit, very fimiiar ; and it is 
fo. They are confidered as a people to be 
robbed and fpoiled, with impunity. Every 
art is employed to deceive, and wrong them. 
And he who has mod addrefs, in this way, 
faas moft to boaft of. 

Not an article, that is capable of diminu¬ 
tion or adulteration, is delivered genuine, or 
entire. The fpirits are lowered by water. 
Falfe heads are put into the kegs that contain 
the gunpowder j fo that, though the keg ap¬ 
pears large, there is no more powder in it, 
than in a much fmaller. The linen and cotton 
cloths are opened, and two or three yards, 
according to the length of the piece, cut off, 
not from the end, but out of the middle, 
where it is not fo readily noticed. 

The Natives are cheated, in the number, 
weight, meafure, or quality, of what they 

purchafe, 
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purchafe, in every poffible way. And, by 
habit and emulation, a marvellous dexterity is 
acquired in thefe practices. And thqs the 
Natives, in their turn, in proportion to their 
commerce with the Europeans, and (I am 
forry to add) particularly with the. Englifh, 
become jealous, infidious and revengeful'. 

They know with whom they deal, and are 
accordingly prepared though they can truft 
fome fhips and boats, which have treated them 
with punctuality, and may be trufted by. them. 
A quarrel, fometimes, furnifhes pretext for 
detaining, and carrying away, one or more of 
the Natives, which is retaliated, if practicable, 
upon the. next boat that comes to the place, 
from the lamp port. For fo far their vindictive 
temper .is reftrained by their ideas of juftice, 
that they will not,, often,; revenge an injury 
received from a Liverpool {hip, upon one be¬ 
longing to Briftol or London. 

They will, ufually, wait with patience, the 
arrival of one,,,which, they fuppofe, by her : 
failing from the fame place, has fome connec¬ 
tion with that which ufed them ill; and they 
are fo quick at diftinguifhiug our little local 
differences of language, and cuftoms in a fhip, 
that before they have been in a fhip five mi¬ 
nutes. 
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nutes, and often before they come on board, 
they know, with certainty, whether fhe be 
from Briftol, Liverpool, or London. 

Retaliation on their parts, furiiifhes a plea 
for reprizal on ours. Thus, in one place or 
another, trade is often fufpended, all inter- 
courfe cut off, and things are in a ftate of war; 
till neceffity, either on the fhip’s part, or on 
theirs, produces overtures of peace, and dic¬ 
tates the price, which the offending party mull 
pay for it. But it is a warlike peace. We 
trade under arms; and'they are furnifhed with 
long knives. 

' For, with a few exceptions, the Englifh 
and; the Africans, reciprocally, confider each 
Other as confummate villains, who are always 
watching opportunites to do mifbhief. In 
fhort', we have,- I fear too defervedly, a very 
unfavourable chara&er upon the Goaft. When 
I have charged a Black with unfairnefs and 
diftionefty, he has anfwered, if able to .clear 
himfelf, with an air of difdain,* ‘‘ What ! do 
*« you think I am a White Man ? >>r; - 

' Such is the nature, fuch are the concomi¬ 
tants, of the Slave Trade ; and fuch is the 

fchool in which many thoufands of our Seamen 
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are brought up. Can we then wonder at that 
impatience of fubordination, and that difpo- 
fition to mutiny, amongft them, which has 
been, of late, fo loudly complained of, and fo 
feverely felc r Will not found policy fugged, 
the neceffity, of fome expedient here ? Or can 
found policy fuggeft any, effectual, expedient, 
but the "total fuppreffion of a Trade, which, 
like a poifonous root, diffufes its malignity into 
every branch ? 

The effedts which our trade has upon the 
Blacks, thofe efpecially who .come under our 
'power, may be cbnfidered tinder three heads, 
—How they are acquired ? The mortality they 
are fubjedtto S and. How thofe who furvive 
are dilpofed of ? 


I confine my remarks on the firft head to 
the Windward Coaft, and can fpeak moft con¬ 
fidently of t^e trade in Sherbro, where I lived. 
1 own, however, that I queftion, if any part of 
the Windward Coaft is equal to Sherbro, in 
point bf regularity and government. They 
have no men of great power or property 
among them j as I am told there are upon the 
Gold Coaft, at Whidah and Benin. The 
Sherbro people live much in the patriarchal 
way. An old man ufually prefides in each 

E town. 
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town, whole authority depends more on his 
years, than on his poffeffions: and He, who 
is called the. King, is not eafrly diftinguiftred, 
either by ftate or wealth, from the reft. But 
the different diftridts, which feem to be, in 
many refpedts, independent of each other, are 
incorporated, and united, by means of an in* 
ftitution which pervades them all, and is called 
The Purrow. The perfons of this order, who 
are very numerous, feem, very much, to re¬ 
ferable the Druids, who once preiided in our 
ifland. 

^ The Furrow has both the legiflative and 
,( executive authority, and, under their fandtion, 
/there is a police exercifed, which is by no 
\ means contemptible. Every thing belonging 
f to the Furrow is myfterious and fevere, but, 
\ upon the whole, it has very good effects; and 
/ as any man, whether bond or free, who will 
l fubmit to be initiated into their myfteries, may 
/be admitted of the Order, it is a kind of 
/ Common-wealth. And, perhaps, few people , 
/ enjoy more,dimple, political freedom/than the 
{ inhabitants of Sherbro, belonging to the Pur~ 

} row, (who are not Haves,) further than they 
{ are bound by their own inftitutions. Private 
property is tolerably well fecured, and violence 
; is much fupprefled. 

The 
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, The flate of Slavery, among thefe wild bar- y 
barous people, as we efleem them, ^^||Sh) 
milder than in our colonies. For as, oil the) 
one hand, they have no land in high cultiva-f 
tiou, like our Weft-India plantations, andj 
therefore no call for that exceffive, uninter- j 
nutted labour, which exhaufts our Slavesj fb,t 
on the other hand, no man is p e rmitted t o >. 

dr aw blood, even.fro m a. Slave. If h e does, 

he ..is- liabl e to a ftri fi: inquifitio n; for , the 
Purroiv l aws w ill jiot allow a private indiyi-* 
dual tjt,£hfid-hlood. A man may fell his flave,)< 
if he pleafes; but he may not wantonly abufe 
him. The laws likewife punifh feme fpecies 
of theft, with flavery ; and in cafes of adul¬ 
tery, which are very common, as polygamy is 
the cuftom of the country, both the woman, 
and the man who offends with her, are liable 
to be fold'for Slaves, unlefs they can fatisfy 
the hufband, or unlefs they are redeemed by 
their friends. , 


Among thefe unenlightened Blacks, it is a ( 
general maxim, that if a man fleals, or breaks / 
a moveable, as a mufket, for inftance, the of- I 
fence may be nearly compenfated, by putting ’, 
another mufket in its place; but offences, ( 
which cannot be repaired in kind, as adultery, } 
admit of no fatisfa&ion, till the injured perfon / 
E 2 declares. 
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) declares, that He is fatisfied. So that, if a 
/rich man feduces the wife of a poor man* he 
/has it in his power to change places with him ; 
)for he may fend for every article in his houfe, 
( one by one, till he fays, “ I have enough.” 

..-'The only alternative, is perional flavery. 

I fuppofe, bribery and influence may have 
their effects in Guinea, as they have in fome 
other countries ; but their laws, in the main, 
are wife and good, and, upon the whole, they 
have confiderable operation; and therefore, I 
believe, many of the Slaves purchafod in 
Sherbro, and probably upon the whole Wind¬ 
ward Coaft, are convifts, who have forfeited 
their liberty, by breaking the laws of their 
country. 

But, I apprehend, that the neighbourhood 
of our (hips, and the defire of our goods, are 
motives, which often pufh the rigor of the 
laws to an extreme, which would not be ex¬ 
acted, if they were left to themfelves. 

- But Slaves are the ftaple article of the traffic* 
and though a confiderable number may have 
been bom near the fea, I believe’“the bulk of 
them are brought from far. I have reafon to 
think, that fome travel more than a thoufand 

miles. 
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Julies, before they reach the fea-coaft. Whe¬ 
ther there, may be convi&s amongft thefe like*- 
wile, or what proportion they may bear to 
thofe who are taken prifoners in war, it is 
imppffible to know. 

I judge, the principal fource of the olswe 
Trade, is, the war$ which prevail among the 
Natives. Sometimes, thefe wars break out 
between thofe who live near the lea. The 
Engliflr, and other Europeans, have been 
charged with fomenting them; 1 believe 
{fo far as concerns the Windward Coal!) un> 
juftly. That fome would do it, if they could, 
I doubt no$ •, but I do not think they can have 
opportunity. Nor is it needful they Ihould 
interfere. Thoufands, in our own country, 
wUh for war, becaufe they fatten upon its 
il$. 


Human nature is much the fame in every 
place, and few people will be willing to allow, 
that the Negroes in Africa are better than them- 
felves, Suppofing, therefore, they with for 
European goods, may not they, wilh to pur- 
chafe them from a Ihip juft arrived? Of 
courfe, they muft wifli for Slaves to go, to 
market with ; and if they have not Slaves, 
and think themfelves ftrong enough ,to invade 
5 their 
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their neighbours, they will probably wifh for 
yfrar.—And if once they wifh for it, how eafy 
is it to find, or make, pretexts for breaking an 
inconvenient peace; or (after the example of 
greater heroes, of Chriftian name) to make 
depredations, without condefcending to affign 
any reafons. 

I verily believe, that the far greater part of 
/ the wars, in Africa, would ceafe ; if the Eu- 
j ropeans ,would ceafe to tempt them, by offer- 
ling goods for Slaves. And though they do 
i not bring legions into the field, their wars are 
I .bloody. I believe, the captives referved for 
|.fale,,are fewer than.the flain. 

I have not fufficient data to warrant calf ula* 
(/tion, but, .1 fuppofe, not lefs than one hundred 
^ thoufand Slaves are exported, annually,-from 
Sail parts of Africa, and that more than one 
\ h.alf, of thefe, are exported in Englifh bottoms. 

yjlf but. an equal number are killed in war, 
('and: if. many of thefe wars are kindled by 
/ the incentive of felling their , prifbnersj what 
I an annual accumulation of blood muft there 
lj. be, crying againft the nations of Europe con- 
(.cerned in this trade, and particularly againft 
Joutown! 


I have. 
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I have, often, been gravely told, as a proof 
that the Africans, however ? hardly treated, 
deferve but little compaffion, that they are a 
people fo deftitute of natural affe&ion, that it 
is common, among them, for parents to fell 
their children, and children their parents. 
And, I think, a charge, of this kind, is 
brought againfl them, by the refpe&able au¬ 
thor of SpeElacle de la Nature . But he mull 
have been mifinformed. I never heard* of one 
inflance of either, while I ufed the Coalt. 

One article more, upon this head, is Kid¬ 
napping, or Healing free people. Some people 
fuppofe, that the Ship Trade is rather the 
Healing, than the buying of Slaves. But 
there is enough to lay to the charge of the 
Ihips, without acculing them falfeiy. The 
Haves, in general, |are bought, and paid for. 
Sometimes, when goods are lent, or truHed 
on Ihore, the trader voluntarily leaves a free 
perfon, perhaps his own fon, as a hoHage, or 
pawn, for the payment; and, in cafe of de¬ 
fault, the hoHage is carried off, and fold; 
which, however hard upon him, being, in 
confequence of a free Hipulation, cannot be 
deemed unfair. There have been inflances of 
unprincipled Captains, who, at the clofe of 
what they fuppofed their laH voyage, and 

when 
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when they had no intention of revifiting the 
Coaft, have detained, and carried away, free 
.people with them j and left the next fhip, 
that fttould come from the fame port, to rifle 
the conferences. But thefe adtions, 1 hope, 
jand believe, arc not common. 

With regard to the Natives, to deal a fret; 
man or woman, and to fell them on board a 
fhip, would, I think, be a more difficult, and 
more dangerous Attempt, in Sherbro, than in 
London. But I have no doubt, that the 
traders who come, from the interior parts of 
Africa, at a great diftance, find opportunity, 
in the courfe of their journey, to pick up 
ftragglers, whom they niay meet in their way. 
This branch of oppreffion, and robbery, 
would likewife fail, if the temptation to it 
.were removed. 

I have, to the beft of my knowledge, 
pointed out the principal fources, of that im- 
menfe fupply of Slaves, which furnilhes fo 
large an exportation every year. If all that 
are taken on board the ffiips, were to furvive 
the voyage, and be landed in good-order, pof- 
fibly the Engliffi, French, and Dutch iflands, 
and colonies, would be foon overftocked, and 
fewer ihips would fail to the Coaft. But a 

larger 
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large abatement muft be made for mortality. 

.—After what I have already laid of their treat¬ 
ment, I thall now, that I am again to conlider 
them on board the thips, confine myfelf to 
this point. 

In the Portuguefe fbips* which trade from 
Brafil to the Gold Coafi: and Angola, I believe* 
a heavy mortality is not frequent. The 
Slaves have room, they are not put in irons* 
(I fpeak from information only,) and are hu¬ 
manely treated. 

With our fhips, the great objedt is, to be 
full. When the fhip is there, it is thought 
defirable, (he thould take as many as poffible. 
The cargo of a veffel of a hundred tons, or 
little more, is calculated to purchafe from 
two hundred and twenty to two hundred and 
fifty Slaves. Their lodging-rooms below the 
deck, which are three, (for the men, the 
boys, and the women,) betides a plade for the 
fick, are fometimes more than five feet high, 
and fometimes lefs j and this height is divided 
towards the middle, for the Slaves lie in two 
rows, one above the other, on each fide of 
the iliip, clofe to each other, like books 
upon a.thelf. L have known them To clofe, 

F that 
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that the fhelf would not, eafily, contain one 
more. 

And I have known a white man fent down, 
among the men, to lay them in thefe rows 
to the greateffc advantage, fo that as little 
fpace as pofiible might be loft. Let it be 
obferved, that the poor creatures, thus 
cramped for want of room, are likewife in 
irons, for the moft part both hands and feet, 
and two together, which makes it difficult 
for them to turn or move, to attempt either 
to rife or to lie down, without hurting them- 
felves, or each other. Nor is the motion of 
the ihip, efpecially her heeling, or ftoop on 
one fide, when under fail, to be omitted j for 
this, as they lie athwart, or acrofs the fhip, 
adds to the uncomfortablenefs of their lodging, 
efpecially to thofe who lie on the leeward, or 
leaning, fide of the vefifel. 

Dire is the toiling, deep the groans.— 

The heat and the fmell of thefe rooms, 
when the weather will not admit of the Slaves 
being brought upon deck, and of having 
their rooms cleaned every day, would be, al- 
moft, infuppprtable, to a perfon not accuf- 

3 tomed 
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toraed to them. If the Slaves and their rooms 
can be conftantly aired, and they are not de¬ 
tained too long on board, perhaps there are 
not many die; but the contrary is often -their 
lot. They are kept down, by the weather, to 
breathe a hot and corrupted air, fometimes 
for a week : this, added to the galling of their 
irons, and the defpondency which feizes their, 
fpirits, when thus confined, foon becomes 
fatal. And every, morning, perhaps, more 
inftances than one are found, of the 
living and the dead, like the Captives of 
Mezentius, fattened together. 

Epidemical fevers and fluxes, which fill 
the fhip with noifotne and noxious effluvia, 
often break out, infedfc the Seamen likewife, 
and the Oppreflors, and the Opprefled, fall by 
the fame ftroke. I believe, nearly one half of 
the Slaves on board, have, fometimes, died $ 
and that the lofs of a third part, in thefe cir- 
cumftances, is not unufual. The fhip, in 
which I was Mate, left the Coatt with Two 
Hundred and Eighteen Slaves on board; and 
though we were not much attested by epide¬ 
mical diforders, I find, by my journal of that 
voyage, (now before me,) that we buried 
Sixty-two on our paflfage to South-Carolina, 
F z exclufive 
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exclufive of thofe which died before we left 
the Coaft, of which I hay,e no account. 

' 1 believe, upon an average between the 
more healthy, and the more fickly voyages, 
and including all contingencies. One Fourth 
of the whole purchafe may be allotted to the 
article of Mortality. That is, if the Englilh 
fhips purchafe Sixty ‘Fboufand Slaves annually, 
upon the whole extent of the Coaft, the an¬ 
nual lofs of lives cannot be much lefs than 
Fifteen Fboufand. 

I am now to fpeak of the furvivprs.—--When 
the fhips make the land, (ufually the Well; 
India iflands,) and have their port in view, 
after having been four, five, fix weeks, or a 
longer time, at fea, (which depends much 
upon the time that pafies before they can get 
into the permanent Trade Winds, which blow 
from the North-Eaft and Eaft acrofs the At¬ 
lantic,) then, and not before, they venture to 
releafe the Men Slaves from their irons. And 
then, the fight of the land, and their freedpoi 
from lpng and painful confinement, ufually 
excite in them a degree of alacrity, and a 
tranfient feeling of jo y - “ — 

The piifoner leaps to lofe his chains. 

But, 
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But, this joy is (hort-lived indeed. The 
condition of the unhappy Slaves is in a conti¬ 
nual progrefs from bad to worfe. Their cafe 
is truly pitiable, from the moment they are 
in a date of flavery, in their own country; 
but it may be deemed a date of eafe and li¬ 
berty, compared with their fituation on board 
pur fhips. 

Yet, perhaps, they would wifh to fpend 
the remainder of their days on fhip-board, 
could they know, before-hand, the nature of 
the fervitude which awaits them, on Ihore; 
and that the dreadful hardfhips and fufferings 
they have already endured, would, to the mod 
of them, only terminate in exceffive toil, 
hunger, and the excruciating tortures of the 
cart-whip, inflicted at the caprice of an un¬ 
feeling Overfeer; proud of the power allowed 
him of punching whom, and when, and how 
he pleafes. 


I hope the Slaves, in our iflands, are better 
treated now, than they were, at the time 
when I was in the trade. And even then, l 
know, there were Slaves, who, under the care 
and protedtion of humane maders, were, com¬ 
paratively, happy. But I faw and heard 

enough 
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enough to fatisfy me, that their condition, in 
general, was wretched to the extreme. How¬ 
ever, my flay in Antigua and St. Chriftopher’s 
(the only iHands I vifited) was too fhort, to 
qualify me for faying mpeh, from my own 
certain knowledge, upon this painful fubjed. 
Nor is it needful:—Enough has been offered 
by feveral refpedable writers, who have had 
opportunity of colleding furer, and fuller in¬ 
formation. 

One thing I cannot omit, which was told 
me by the Gentleman to whom my fhip was 
configned, at Antigua, in the year 1751, 
and who was, himfelf, a Planter. He faid, 
that calculations had been made, with all 
poffible exadnefs, to determine which was 
the preferable, that is, the more faving me¬ 
thod of managing Slaves — 

“ Whether, to appoint them moderate 
“ work, plenty of provifion, and fuch 
“ treatment, as might enable them to 
“ protrad their lives to old age ? ” Or, 

“ By rigoroufly ftraining their flrength to 
“ the utmoft, with little relaxation, 
“ hard fare, and hard ufage, to wear 
‘‘ them out before they became ufelefs, 

“ and 
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“ and unable to do fervice; and then, 
“ to buy new ones, to fill up their 
places?” 

He farther faid, that thefe fkilful calcu¬ 
lators had determined in favour of the latter 
mode, as much the cheaper j and that he 
could mention feveral eftates, in the ifland of 
Antigua, on which, it was feldom known, 
that a Slave had lived above nine years.—— 
Ex pede Herculem / 

When the Slaves are landed for fale, (for in 
the Leeward Iflands they are ufually fold on 
fhore,) it may happen, that after a long re¬ 
paration in different parts of the (hip, when 
they are brought together in one place, fome, 
who are nearly related, may recognize each 
other. If, upon fuch a meeting, pleafure 
fhould be felt, it can be but momentary. 
The fale difperfes them wide, to different 
parts of the ifland, or to different iflands. 
Hufbands and Wives, Parents and Children, 
Brothers and Sifters, muft fuddenly part again, 
probably to meet no more. 

After a careful perufal of what I havs 
written, weighing every paragraph diftinffly, 

I can 
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I can find nothing to retradt. As it is not 
eafy to write altogether with coolnefs, upon 
this bufinefs, and eipecially not eafy to me, 
who have formerly been fo deeply engaged 
in it; I have been jealous, left the warmth 
of imagination might have infenfibly feduced 
me, to aggravate and overcharge fome of the 
horrid features, which I have attempted to 
delineate, of the African Trade. But, upon 
a ftridt review, I am fatisfied. 

I have apprized the reader, that I write 
from memory, after an interval of more than 
thirty years. But at the fame time, I believe, 
many things which I faw, heard and felt, 
upon the Coaft of Africa, are lo deeply en¬ 
graven in my memory, that I can hardly 
forget, or greatly miftake them, while I am 
capable of remembering any thing- I am 
certainly not guilty of wilful mifreprefenta- 
tion. And, upon the whole, I dare appeal 
to the Great Searcher of hearts, in whofe 
prefence I write, and before whom I, and 
my readers, muft all Ihortly appear, that 
(with the reftridtions and exceptions I have 
made) I have advanced nothing, but what, 
to the belt of my judgment and confcience, is 
true. 


I have 
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I have likewife written without follicitation, 
and Amply from the motive I have already 
afligned ; a conviction, that the {hare I have 
formerly had in the trade, binds me, in con¬ 
fidence, to throw what light I am able upon 
the fubjeCt, now it is likely to become a point 
of Parliamentary inveftigation. 

No one can have lefs intereft in it, than I 
have at prefent, further than as I am inte- 
refted by the feelings of humanity, and 
a regard for the honor, and welfare of my 
country. 

Though unwilling to give offence to a Angle 
perfon : in fuch a caufe, I ought not to be 
afraid of offending many, by declaring the 
truth. If, indeed, there can be many, whom 
even intereft can prevail upon to contradict 
the common fenfe of mankind, by pleading 
for a commerce, fo iniquitous, fo cruel, fo 
oppreffive, fo deftruClive, as the African Slave 
T rade! 6 


F I N I 



